
Decentralized Finances



What do crowdfunding, social change, anti-racist,

and fair trade have in common? 
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TopManta. Who’s behind the blanket?

https://en.goteo.org/project/top-manta-bcn


https://en.goteo.org/project/top-manta-bcn 
Current legislation in Spain and institutional racism prevent migrant people fleeing their home countries, whether 
due to poverty, war, violence or persecution, from accessing legal and decent work

https://en.goteo.org/project/top-manta-bcn


https://en.goteo.org/project/top-manta-bcn Top Manta enables stronger participation within society, recognition, and ultimately stronger protections around housing and labor.
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Popular Labor Union of Street Vendors in Barcelona https://en.goteo.org/project/top-manta-bcn 
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An ethical, social and solidarity brand that is committed to changing this society by improving the lives of the most vulnerable. 



https://en.goteo.org/project/top-manta-bcn Top Manta has created a unique niche in which manteros are able to transform a commercial enterprise into an access point to dignified work and legal residence

https://en.goteo.org/project/top-manta-bcn


#financing?

A place for active collaboration, 

co-responsable & transparent…

through  
crowdfunding!



Can Crowdfunding 
be compatible with 

Crowdbenefits?



#LEARNBYFUNDING WORKSHOP. CO-DESIGN WITH THE COMMUNITY







PROJECT NEEDS

REWARDS
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TASKSMONEY INFRASTRUCTURE MATERIALS GOODS

Digital Code Manuals

Products

Design
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MoneyServices

XOLN RED ABIERTA, 
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Altruism

Donations euro per euro sum up…

9.295.764€
for projects and promoters 
that are “committed” 
with…

Eagerness
Community

Social 
Impact

Hope



Beneficiaries of the Goteo platform

Street vendors  
Union / Coop member Individual  

promoter COOP member
(Social) 

Entrepreneur
Third sector

Organized(+)

Moved  
by activism

Get funds 
is a “speech-act”

Individual

Organized (o not)

Driven 
by her project

Get funds 
is a need

SocEnt

Organized(+)

Motivated  
by the “Milestone”

Get funds 
is a “wager”

Professional

± Organized

Focused
in advancing

Get funds 
is a milestone



Matchfunders: Impact Multipliers

Europeana Foundation The Gipuzkoa 
Provincial Council

Matcher Toshiba

European Institution

Transversal(+)

Participatory
culture is crucial

Reinforce project 
 funds is 

a milestone

Regional Gov.

Structured

Moved by 
citizen participation

Funding is part 
of their mission/vision

Foundation

Private Entity

Moved by 
their mission  
in Education

Funding is a  
“community  

strengthener”

Brand oriented

Organized

Focus on their 
corporate social  

responsibility

Funding is  
a “media”



Call the community to  
put up projects that  

need funding 

Institution
Crowd

Supports projects with  
small donations

Matches the donations  
with equal amounts 

Projects
in specific 

areas

Successful

IDEAS

+

Matchfunding 
in 5 Steps

Ideas come to life!

YEAAHH!



Barcelona City Council  
&Opensource citizen’s
participation platform

Citizens
 proposals

The City Council
adopt & fund the project

Citizens funding their 
proposal on Goteo

Matchfunding

Success!

Crowdvocacy a Goteo + Decidim, Innovació democràtica

Civic crowdfunding is 
a powerful instrument 
for public 
participation and 
policy innovation, with 
many initiatives 
crossing boundaries 
between activism, 
advocacy, social 
entrepreneurship and 
social innovation



Sindicat de Llogaters i Llogateres is a resident led organization that ran a crowdvocacy campaign on Goteo 
to raise funds to form a tenant union to protect their right to housing and fair rents in Barcelona.



https://en.goteo.org/project/sindicat-de-llogaters-i-llogateres 
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https://beteve.cat/politica/comissio-urbanisme-reserva-habitatge-protegit/

The measure that is expected to 
allocate 30% of sheltered housing in 
new developments and large 
rehabilitations has passed the first 
process in the Urban Planning 
commission in 2018
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Social 
commitment 
as a 
premise!



Fundación Goteo > SDG’s





https://labs.platoniq.net/#/decidim/initiatives/8/map/salvem-el-sant-pau

https://labs.platoniq.net/#/decidim/initiatives/8/map/salvem-el-sant-pau


Civic Match-Funding Dataset: Goteo Crowdfunding and Sustainable Development Goals  
Corresponding Author: Prof Senabre Hidalgo  

    Figure 3: KNIME workspace reflecting the elaboration of the dataset. 



TOOLS of

Advice on case 
by case, step 

by step

Methodologies 
for participation

Platform
as structural

tool

Tax 
Advantages 

–
Virtual  
wallet

Constant civic 
innovation

Specific 
training 

programs and 
workshops

Matchfunding 
& Channels

Data-
transparency
Key element 

of trust
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Donors across EU borders still face barriers to getting tax reliefs





@Goteofundingolivier@goteo.org

mailto:olivier@goteo.org


https://en.goteo.org/project/espana-en-llamas

Big Data vs. Fires



Can a distributed crowd on 
the internet put out forest 
fires?



… while improving the work of 
our institutions?



1. Take a database on large forest fires 
over the last ten years that’s been 
locked in the desk of the minister of 
agriculture and environment

Here’s the recipe:



© Herbie Cans

2. Take a handful of open data activists and a pinch of biologists, shake it up, exert a 
light pressure, and reclaim the data from the institution



3. Publish a campaign, and call on supporters of the commons, Goteo, a community  
where ecological and open data projects are the most successful, to support your cause



4. Citizens get the raw data and start to clean it up voluntarily, as if it was a unmanaged forest.



5. Add a bunch of data journalists to investigate this data, local citizens to obtain more data 
from their local governments...



and you come up with stories and facts that confirms the citizens’ intuition



Was it burned for reclassification?
Is there a relation between forest fires and real estate speculation? 
The Forestry Act of 2003 prohibits reclassifying burned lands for 30 
years post-fire, but until now, no one had looked into compliance 
with this law. 



Budget cuts to volunteer 
firefighter organizations has a 
proven consequence on the 
increase of fires
The lack of investment in prevention is a key factor in the majority of 
fires.



87% of forest owners who, by law, 
must clean the forest are not 
doing so



https://en.goteo.org/project/espana-en-llamas



and you come up with stories and facts that confirms the citizens’ intuition


